416        To the Countess of Upper Ossory     [1776

Mm.   I am sorry other climates cannot repair the eccentri-
cities our own climate occasions.

I am inclined to think you will hear good news of Lady
Lucy, as she holds out so long. I heartily wish you may.

I shall reserve the rest of my paper, as my letter cannot
begin its journey till the 24th, for any news that may
happen to arrive in the interim. When I appear remiss,
yoxi may be certain I have nothing to tell you. Being so
totally idle, it would be unpardonable to be lazy too, when
you depend on my correspondence. When it has been, so
constant above thirty years, it shall not disgrace itself in its
old age.

22nd.

The ministers have heard by a .ship that met another
ship at sea, that Lord Howe has joined his brother, and
that they were preparing to make the attempt on New
York. This may be so, and is not improbable; but such
roundabout intelligence may not be true neither.

I have received another letter from you to-day of the 7th
with the enclosed for Mr. Suckling, which will do very
well, and certainly satisfy him.

Adieu ! till there is something to tell you.

1724.   To THE COUNTESS OF UPPEE OSSOEY.

Strawberry Hill, Sept. 22, 1776.

I AM much obliged to Lord Ossory, Madam, and certainly
do not mean to steal a visit to Ampthill in his absence.
I shall not be able to see it this month, for I am waiting
for Mr. Essex to finish my new tower, which, as my farmer
said, is still older than any of the rest.

Pray don't think I am tired of your stories. Nothing
is so pleasant as the occurrences of society in a letter. I am
always regretting in my correspondence with Madame dut boy abould            to ratum to
